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Warrior King’s Bendigo Cup 
 

By GRV’s Website 
 
Warrior King (box 7 – $4.90) for young training duo Jamie and Brooke Ennis 
produced a barnstorming finish to overcome Rob Britton’s Senor Socks (box 8 – 
$8.20) and Craig Davis’ White Spyro (Box 5 – $7.40) in the Group 2 TAB Bendigo 
Cup (425m) on Friday night. 

The win broke a long-standing curse for owners Terry and Carol Wales, who 
although being involved in greyhound racing for a very long time, had never tasted 
group racing success. 

The Wales’ famously owned Cape Hawke (who now stands at stud in NSW), a 
revered chaser also trained by the Ennis camp that made six Group finals, without 
success. 

 

      Warrior King wins the Bendigo Cup (All Pics Clint Anderson) 
 
It was in his final race where the cruellest of blows would befall them, as Cape 
Hawke dashed to a race winning lead in the Group 2 Harrison-Dawson at Sandown 
Park he suffered a chilling injury, a broken hock, which ultimately ended his career.  
 
Jamie recalls it being a shocking time for the camp, a devastating moment for everyone 
involved, a moment of tragedy that you would never wish on anyone, or dog. 
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However, as sure as the sun will rise tomorrow, there are second chances and tonight the terrible 
luck that had gone their way swung. It was as if there was a gust of wind behind Warrior King down 
the home-straight as he stormed past Senor Socks to claim a famous victory, leaving Ennis feeling 
a sense of tremendous happiness for his owners. 

“All I could think about was how much the owners (Terry and Carol Wales) would be enjoying the 
win,” Ennis said “they have been through so much and they deserve this win.” 

“Brooke was working at Geelong (Geelong Greyhound Racing Club) and she would have 
screamed just as much as they would have.” 

“It’s not about the money for us tonight, it’s all about Terry and Carol. They are like family to us and 
all we wanted to do was train a group winner for them.” 

The bond between the two families is so strong, that the Wales’ – who are in their mid-70’s – flew 
to Fiji for Brooke and Jamie’s wedding. 

“We are very close with them, it’s almost like training a winner for a member of the family.” 

“I know exactly what they would have been doing tonight too, Terry would have been on the couch 
watching the races and telling Carol to be quiet as the race was on,” Ennis laughed. 

The tale of the owners is just one part of Warrior King’s story, with the greyhound’s early life also a 
signifier of his eventual success. 

The meteoric rise of the Ennis kennel throughout 2014 can be attributed to, in Jamie’s words, the 
brilliant work of Michael and Michelle Jones who rear pups just outside of the Hunter Valley in 
NSW. 

Of the 15 greyhounds in the Ennis kennel at the moment, 12 were reared at the property. Big 
names like; Golden Easter Egg winner – Tonk, Warrnambool Classic winner – Dream It, strong 
chaser My Bro Fabio and Bendigo Cup winner – Warrior King were all reared on the Jones’ 
property. 

Their property is one of the best Jamie has seen in greyhound racing and their preparation of 
greyhounds to a life of racing, unparalleled. 

“They’re (Michael and Michelle Jones’) property is like a bowling green, the grass there is 
immaculate, it’s almost sponge like,” he said 

“The way they prepare the greyhounds is just ridiculously good, they come to us in perfect 
condition every time and all we have to do is keep them sound.” 

“Their pups are fed three times a day and are exposed to all sorts of situations they would 
encounter as racers, their methods are the best in Australia in my opinion.” 

The final vote of thanks for the night was reserved for Jamie’s bride, Brooke. Without Brooke, 
Jamie believes the pair wouldn’t have as much success out of their Lara kennel as they do. 

“It would be impossible without Brooke, she is amazing. I wouldn’t be able to do it on my own.” 

“The amount of work she does with the greyhounds is just incredible – I couldn’t imagine doing it 
without her.” 

Warrior King the son of Turanza Bale and Flamenco, will now target the Group 1 Hudson Pacific 
Maturity Classic series at The Meadows next Saturday night. 

After the placings the field finished in the following order 4th Elite Devil ($19.90), 5th Luca Neveelk 
($2.90), 6th Flying Bolt ($37.40), 7th Zipping Snoopy ($8.60) and 8th Pippa Shiraz ($5.50). 
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Warrior King is a Red Brindle dog whelped March 2012 by Turanza Bale from Flamenco (Where’s 
Pedro x Zarbo). He is raced by Mr. T S Wales Syndicate and trained by Brooke Ennis at Lara in 
Victoria. He has now won 12 races and been placed on 13 occasions from his 32 starts. The 
Bendigo Cup first prize of $45,000 brings Warrior King’s overall prizemoney to $127,780.  

                                                  Warrior King with trainer Jamie Ennis 
 
Listed below is the Bendigo Cup honour roll. The club first raced at the Eaglehawk circuit just out of 
Bendigo in the 50’s. The Cup was run over 400 yards, but for a few years in the 70’s saw it go over 
the 528 metres. When the club moved to Lords Raceway in 1988 the race was conducted over the 
current sprint distance of 430 metres ever year except 2001 when it was run over the middle 
distance of 545 metres. A number of top horse-shoe dogs have won the cup over the many years it 
has been the club’s flag ship event. This was the second Cup for 2014 to allow for the feature to 
move on the calendar to an early July date from this point on and remain at Lords Raceway over 
the popular distance of 425 metres.  

 

1957 Cantee, 1958 Taranyka, 1959 Slippermee, 1960 Eager Flight, 1961 Sweet Mandy, 
1962 Unknown ,1963 Unknown, 1964 Unknown, 1965 Chief Anama, 1966 
Unknown,1967 Unknown, 1968 Rebelaire, 1969 Unknown, 1970 Andrew Takiri, 1971 
Melbourne View, 1972 Leicester Edie, 1973 Borough Cheer, 1974 Proper Duke, 1975 
Sidanna, 1976 Sue Silin, 1977 Worooa Jack, 1978 Fabey Forbes, 1979 "Not 
Held",1980 Slick O'Leary, 1981 Official, 1982 Welcome Jag, 1983 Meatworker, 1984 
Bronze Wing, 1985 Newstone Flyer, 1986 Stamp Of Learod, 1987 Buka Sunset, 1988 
Naphlio, 1989 Mets Man, 1990 Hard Rain, 1991 He's Jake, 1992 Belmont, 1993 Tivoli 
Man, 1994 Thorgil Tex, 1995 "Not Held",  1996 True Type, 1997 Sarah's Deano, 1998 
Lansley Bale, 1999 Tom's Legacy, 2000 Whitten's Legend, 2001 Renzo Bale, 2002 Hey 
Brother, 2003 Puzzle Prize, 2004 Brumby Lad, 2005 Smack Wallop, 2006 Dragway 
Flex, 2007 Airbourne Bale, 2008 El Galo, 2009 Taipan Bale, 2010 Latifi Jiam, 2011 
Enry Walt and 2012 Peggy May, 2013 Ronan Izmir 2014 Paw Licking (1). 
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